First Sunday in Advent
Reader: “The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness – on them light has shined….For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.” (Isaiah 9:2, 6, NRSV).
Reader: Today we remember the prophets of old who
demanded to be heard, who dared to speak of a child to
come -- the unexpected liberator of the people,
vulnerable incarnation of the Holiest of Holies, a new
name for God.
People: Today we give thanks for the prophets
among us, who bring to us surprising new visions
of hope, who challenge us to think outside the box,
who show us a future we never anticipated.
Reader: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this
candle as a symbol of the prophets who renew our
faith and remind us of what may be.
(Light a purple candle)
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Shout and sing for joy, city of Zion, because the holy one
of Israel is great among you.
~Isaiah 12:6
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Christ came to bring us salvation and has promised to
come again. Let us pray that we may always be ready
to welcome him.
Come, Lord Jesus.
That the keeping of Advent may open our hearts to
God’s love, that the light of Christ may penetrate the
darkness of sin, that this wreath may constantly remind
us to prepare for the coming of Christ, that the
Christmas season may fill us with peace and joy as we
strive to follow the example of Jesus.
Loving God, your Church joyfully awaits the coming
of its Savior, who enlightens our hearts and dispels
the darkness of ignorance and sin. Pour forth your
blessings upon us as we light the candles of this
wreath. May their light reflect the splendor of
Christ, who is Lord, for ever and ever. Amen.

