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Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

❖Call to Worship
Leader: Let’s deck the halls with the joy of the coming
Messiah.
People: We rejoice in our God our Savior.
Leader: God has done great things for us.
People: Joy has come in unexpected ways.
Leader: Our hearts are overflowing!
People: Let’s deck the halls with joy!

❖Gathering Hymn ……..…. #221 “In the Bleak Mid-Winter”

Opening Prayer

Merciful God, we ask you to open us up to hear the words
of Mary’s song once more. May we be inspired by this day
to create change. May we be stirred to action in our faith
community and beyond it. May we listen to your voice, still
speaking among us. Shift us so that we live fully as people
of joy. Amen.

Candle Lighting
The lights of hope and peace have invited us to be part of
God’s dream for wholeness in the world.

Light two purple/blue candles.
Today we light the candle of joy, as a reminder that this time
of waiting is not one of sorrow but one of possibility.

Light the pink candle.
May we make space to connect with the one who breathes
joy into our world. Amen.

1st Scripture Reading Romans 5:22-26

❖Hymn of Preparation
#218 “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

2nd Scripture Reading Luke 1:39-55

Sermon Deck the Halls With Joy

❖Hymn of Reflection
#240 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

Offering God's Tithes and Our Gifts

❖Doxology .................................................................... #95

❖Offertory Prayer

❖Benediction

❖Closing Hymn ….. #224 “Good Christian Friends
Rejoice”

God bless you and not let you out of his sight.
God keep and protect you by day and by night.
Let love, understanding be yours evermore.

God’s grace be with you forever more.
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Little Jack

DECEMBER 17, 2023

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR ADVENT EVENTS
➢ Dec 17 ~ Deck the Halls with JOY ~ Batsto 9 / GB 10:30 am
➢ Dec 20 ~ Dinner & Study ~ Atco UMC ~ 6:30 - 8:30 pm
➢ Dec 24 ~ Deck the Halls with LOVE ~ One Service Batsto 10:00 am
➢ Dec 24 ~ Deck the Halls for Christ ~ Christmas Eve Candlelight

○ 5:00 pm ~ Batsto
○ 7:00 pm ~ Green Bank
○ 11:00 pm ~ Nesco

➢ Dec 31 ~ Deck the Halls for a Promise Fulfilled ~ Batsto 9 / GB 10:30 am

PINELANDS UMC ROAD CLEAN UP
We will be having a road clean up next
TODAY. Plan to join us! We will gather in
the Nesco Church parking lot at 10:30 am.
Invite friends to join us. We can make a
difference together!

A THANK YOU TO ALL
The Outside Board of Trustees wishes to thank everyone
who attended the pipe organ concert and carol sing. We
appreciate every donation and all of the support given.

GIFTS GIVEN - THANK YOU
46 Families = 113 Bags of Toys/Gifts
113 Bags of Hope = Christmas Smiles
Spreading Hope, Peace, Joy and Love



FISHING CLUB MEETS
The fishing club meets on January 3rd (the
first Wednesday of every month) at the
Bridel House. All are welcome to join;
invite a friend to attend.


